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Purse seine fisheries

• Mortality < 10 individuals

• Not involving species of concern

• Mitigation actions very effective



Sightings and interactions leatherback sea turtles. All year 1993 - 2016 

Sizes shown when available



Sightings and interactions leatherback sea turtles. First Quarter 



Sightings and interactions leatherback sea turtles. 
Second Quarter 



Sightings and interactions leatherback sea turtles. 
Third Quarter 



Sightings and interactions leatherback sea turtles. 
Fourth Quarter 



• Only Class 6 seiners covered. Smaller seiners operate in areas of high 
density of turtles.

• Longliners: coverage of 5% will not be sufficient to estimate mortality of 
very rare species, or to identify mitigation options

Observer issues



• Extend recommendation to adopt circle hooks (previously conditioned)

• Reiterate gear recommendations: 
• dehooker, 
• bolt cutter,
• line cutter 
• mouth opener
• brailer to lift turtles

• Implement verification scheme

• NEVER LIFT WITH THE LINE

Gear issues



• Make training on sea turtle (and other bycatch) handling part of fishers 
training to receive license

• Follow recommendations from video on IATTC website 
https://www.iattc.org/Downloads.htm
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Crew training 



Questions


