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DATA AVAILABLE ON BYCATCH & MITIGATION

• Logsheets - few bycatch 

species (mainly WCPFC 

key sharks)

• Annual Reports (Parts I & 

II) - CMM special 

requirements

• Observer data is the main 

source of bycatch 

information
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OBSERVER DATA COLLECTION MSDF

• 16 page document on WCPFC 

website

• Should be implemented by all 

national programmes

• Changes need to be agreed 

by SC, ROP Coordinator, TCC 

and Commission

• Last changed in 2015 (2016)



PACIFIC-WIDE COMPATIBILITY

• IATTC adopted 

longline observer data 

standards in 2017

• Based on WCPFC 

MSDF but in some 

cases go farther

• Do we need to 

reconcile?

WCPFC IATTC



WCPFC14 TASKING TO SC14

• Record hook minimum width 

• Record changes in bait use within 

sets 

• Record full terminal tackle specs 

when a sea turtle is caught

• Record any gear left attached 

• Improve species ID and assign 

data qualifiers

Consider the following recommendations from the sea turtle workshop:


