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SUPPLEMENTAL RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT CONCERNING SHARKS  
 
 

  
 
 RECALLING that the Commission adopted the Resolution by ICCAT on Atlantic Sharks [Res. 01-11] and the 
Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Conservation of Sharks Caught in Association with Fisheries 
Managed by ICCAT [Rec. 04-10] and the Recommendation by ICCAT to Amend Recommendation 04-10 
Concerning the Conservation of Sharks Caught in Association with Fisheries Managed by ICCAT [Rec. 05-05]; 
 
 FURTHER RECALLING the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) International Plan of 
Action for Sharks; 
 
 CONSIDERING that many shark species, including porbeagle, blue and shortfin mako sharks, are captured 
in ICCAT Convention area fisheries; 
 
 NOTING that the SCRS has previously stated there is a need for improved data reporting on catch, effort, 
and discards of sharks and this data has, in many instances, not been forthcoming; 
 
 NOTING that the 2007 SCRS presentation of the Report of the Shark Working Group Data Preparatory 
Meeting highlighted the porbeagle shark, among others, as a species of concern; 
 
 FURTHER NOTING that in 2005 the SCRS recommended reducing fishing mortality for North Atlantic 
shortfin mako sharks;  
 
 ACKNOWLEDGING that the SCRS will be conducting stock assessments on shortfin mako and blue sharks 
in 2008; 
 
 RECOGNIZING the global interest in shark conservation, specifically the proposal to add porbeagle shark to 
Appendix II of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES); 
 

 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 

OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 
 
1. Contracting Parties, Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities and Fishing Entities (hereinafter referred 

to as CPCs), especially those directing fishing activities for sharks, shall submit Task I and II data for sharks, 
as required by ICCAT data reporting procedures (including estimates of dead discards and size frequencies) 
in advance of the next SCRS assessment; 

 
2. Until such time as sustainable levels of harvest can be determined through peer reviewed stock assessments 

by SCRS or other organizations, CPCs shall take appropriate measures to reduce fishing mortality in 
fisheries targeting porbeagle (Lamna nasus) and North Atlantic shortfin mako sharks (Isurus oxyrinchus). 

 
3. Notwithstanding paragraph 2, CPCs may conduct scientifically based research that is submitted to SCRS for 

these species in the Convention area. 
 
4. CPCs shall, where possible, implement research on pelagic shark species caught in the Convention area in 

order to identify potential nursery areas. Based on this research, CPCs shall consider time and area closures 
and other measures, as appropriate. 

 
5. The SCRS shall, as soon as possible but no later than 2009, conduct a stock assessment or a thorough review 

of available stock assessment information of, and recommend management advice for, porbeagle shark 
(Lamna nasus).  

 
 
 


