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RESOLUTION 18/02
ON MANAGEMENT MEASURES FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BLUE SHARK CAUGHT IN

ASSOCIATION WITH IOTC FISHERIES

1. Contracting Parties and 
Cooperating non Contracting Parties,(CPCs) whose vessels catch blue shark in the IOTC Convention Area shall 
ensure that effective management measures are in place to support the sustainable exploitation of this stock in line 
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2. In order to curb the level of unreported catches, each CPC shall ensure that its vessels catching blue shark in 
association with IOTC fisheries in the Agreement area record their catch in accordance with the requirements set 
out in the Resolution 15/01 on the recording of catch and effort data by fishing vessels in the IOTC area of 
competence or any Resolution superseding it.

3. CPCs shall implement data collection programmes that ensure improved reporting of accurate blue shark catch, 
effort, size and discard data to IOTC in full accordance with the Resolution 15/02 on the Mandatory statistical 
reporting requirements for IOTC Contracting Parties and Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties (CPCs), or any 
Resolution superseding it.

4. CPCs shall include in their national Annual Reports to the Scientific Committee information on the actions they 
have taken domestically to monitor catches.

5. CPCs are encouraged to undertake scientific research on blue shark that would provide information on key 
biological/ecological/behavioural characteristics, life-history, migrations, post-release survival and guidelines for 
safe release and identification of nursery grounds, as well as improving fishing practices. Such information shall 
be made available to the Working Party on Ecosystem and Bycatch and Scientific Committee through working 
documents and the national Annual Reports.

6. In light of the results of the next stock assessment of blue shark in 2021, the Scientific Committee shall provide 
advice, if possible, on options for candidate limit, threshold and target reference points for the conservation and 
management of this species in the IOTC Convention area. 

7. The Scientific Committee shall also provide advice, at the latest by 2021, on potential management options for 
ensuring long-term sustainability of the stock, such as mitigation measures to reduce the mortality of blue shark,
improving selectivity of fishing gears, spatial/temporal closures or minimum conservation sizes.

8. Based on the review and the results of the next stock assessment, updated reported catch information by each CPC 

the adoption of conservation and management measures, which could include the catch limit for each CPC to be
decided taking into account the most recent reported catch information or bycatch mitigation such as a ban on 
wire trace/shark line for blue shark as appropriate.

Conservation and Management Measures linked to Resolution 18/02 or return to the Table of Contents

Links from within this CMM Links from other CMMs

Resolution 12/01 Resolution 15/01 None

Resolution 15/02 Resolution 17/05
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RESOLUTION 18/03
ON ESTABLISHING A LIST OF VESSELS PRESUMED TO HAVE CARRIED O UT ILLEGAL,

UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING I N T HE IOTC AREA O F COMPETENCE

Keywords: IUU, illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC),

RECALLING that the FAO Council adopted on 23 June 2001 an International Plan of Action to prevent, to
deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (IPOA-IUU). This plan stipulates that the
identification of the vessels carrying out IUU activities should follow agreed procedures and be applied in an
equitable, transparent and non-discriminatory way;

RECALLING that the IOTC adopted Resolution 01/07 [superseded by Resolution 14/01] concerning its support
of the IPOA-IUU;

RECALLING that IOTC has already adopted measures against IUU fishing activities;

RECALLING that the IOTC adopted Resolution 07/01 to promote compliance by nationals of Contracting
Parties and Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties with IOTC Conservation and Management Measures;

RECALLING ALSO that the IOTC adopted Resolution 07/02 [superseded by Resolution 13/02, then by
Resolution 14/04, then by Resolution 15/04] to enhance the implementation of IOTC Conservation and
Management Measures through establishing a Record of fishing vessels authorised to operate in the IOTC area
of competence;

RECOGNISING that IUU fishing activities may be linked with serious and organised crime;

CONCERNED by the fact that IUU fishing activities in the IOTC area of competence continue, and these
activities diminish the effectiveness of IOTC Conservation and Management Measures;

FURTHER CONCERNED that there is evidence of a large number of vessel owners engaged in such fishing
activities who have re-flagged their vessels to avoid compliance with IOTC Conservation and Management
Measures;

DETERMINED to address the challenge of an increase in IUU fishing activities by way of countermeasures
to be applied in respect of the vessels engaged in IUU fishing, without prejudice to further measures adopted
in respect of flag States under the relevant IOTC instruments;

CONSCIOUS of the need to address, as a matter of priority, the issue of large-scale fishing vessels conducting
IUU fishing activities;


